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Town of Riverdale Park 
SPECIAL ELECTION NOTICE 
In compliance with the terms of the Charter of the 

Town of Riverdale Park, Maryland, an election will be held 
 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
To elect Ward 5 Council Member 

 
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 

Riverdale Park Town Hall, 5008 Queensbury Road 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Riverdale Park Business Association 
By Audrey Bragg 

 
The Riverdale Park Business Association (RPBA) would like to announce their 

new officers as of January 2016. 
 

President:  Ted Spiropulos, Town Center Market 
Vice President:  Eric Peratino, Ernies Lock 
Treasurer:  Jennifer Singh, SunTrust Bank 

Secretary:  Julia Gaston, Crescent Cities Center 
 

We want to thank our outgoing President Mr. Bruce Wernek for all his hard 
work and dedication to the organization.  We also want to thank our outgoing 
Vice President Mr. Pete Spiropolus for all his hard work as well. 

Our December meeting and Christmas Party were held at Mulligans Grill at 
the University Golf Club. We had a great turnout and fine food served 
overlooking the golf course.  Audrey Bragg and JD Williams, chairs of the election 
committee presented the slate of officers for the upcoming election.  We were 
very pleased with the interest expressed by members. 

Many of our accomplishments for 2015 will continue into 2016 and we hope 
we can be helpful to new businesses coming into town and seasoned businesses 
that remain in the town.  We have been following the progress on the Cafritz 
Project.  We have been working with Jey’s Auto to bring his business ideas and 
the town together.  One of our goals for the New Year will be to work diligently 
with the town to make Riverdale Park a welcoming business community. 

Two of our longtime members have passed away this past year: Bob Smith, 
owner of Ernie’s Lock and first president of the RPBA and Bill Forster, owner of 
Forster Management and RPBA supporter for many years.  Trees will be planted 
through the Anacostia Watershed Society in their memory. 

Please support your local businesses: Craft Beer at Town Center Market – 
Great Massage at Shine Massage – Need keys/locks at Ernie’s Lock – Doll Club for 
your kids at Emily’s Dolls –Savings Accounts at SunTrust – And More!  Local is 
Best! 

If you are a business in Riverdale Park we welcome you to our meetings.  You 
can email r iverdaleparkbiz@aol.com  for more information.  Or stop by and 
talk to our new President Ted Spiropoulos at Town Center Market. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Town Crier 
The Riverdale Park 
 

February 2016 
 

Volume 46, Issue 1 
 
Special Election Notice Page 1 
RPBA News  Page 1 
Council Actions  Page 2 
Fair Summary  Page 3 
Ward 2 Report               Page 3 
Public Works Report Page 5 
Boy Scouts Troop 252 Page 7 
Community Circles Page 8                   
WSSC Svc. Connections Page 9 
February 2016 Calendar Page 10 
 

Town of Riverdale 
Park Contact 
Information 

 
Town Hall  
5008 Queensbury Road  
301-927-6381 
 
Department of Public Works  
5012 Queensbury Road  
301-864-1803 
 
Police Department  
5004 Queensbury Road  
301-927-4343 
 
Bates Trucking and Trash 
Collection 
Bulk Trash Collection  
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
301-773-2069 
 
Residents must call Bates by 2 
p.m. Tuesday for Wednesday 
pickup 

mailto:riverdaleparkbiz@aol.com
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Town of Riverdale Park  
www.riverdaleparkmd.gov 

Town Hall 
5008 Queensbury Road 

Riverdale Park, MD 20737 
301-927-6381, Hablamos Español 

town@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Mayor Vernon Archer, 240-832-2257 
varcher@riverdaleparkmd.gov 

Council Members 
Ward 1–Jonathan W. Ebbeler, 

Chair, Econ Development, 404-626-2082 
jebbe ler@riverda leparkmd.gov  

Ward 2 – Alan Thompson 
Chair, Finance Committee, 301-927-7407 

akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov  
Ward 3 - David Lingua 

Chair, Public Safety, 301-779-3849 
djlingua@riverdaleparkmd.gov 

Ward 4 - Christopher Henry  
Chair, Public Works, 301-910-9855 

Chenry3240@verizon.net 
Ward 5 – Vacant 

Ward 6 – Alejandro Silva  
Chair, Legislative Committee, 301-801-3021 
Sara Imhulse, Town Administrator 

simhulse@riverdaleparkmd.gov 
Jessica Barnes, Town Clerk 

jbarnes@riverdaleparkmd.gov 
Public Works, 301-864-1803 
Leonard Addison, Director 

Code Enforcement 240-898-2500 
Colleen M. Ferguson, Code Manager 

code@riverdaleparkmd.gov 
Police Department, 301-927-4343 

David Morris, Police Chief 
dmorris@riverdaleparkmd.gov   
Fire Department - Emergency 911                  

Information - 301-927-0356 
Brian Carpio, Fire Chief 

Eng7twr@yahoo.com; 
in fo@riverdalevfd . com; 

www.riverdalevfd.com 
 

 It is the policy of the Town of Riverdale Park, 
pursuant to the provision of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with 
Disabilities Act, to prohibit discrimination 
against qualified persons with disabilities in any 
aspect of employment within the government. 
     It is also the policy of the Town of Riverdale 
Park to disallow discrimination in fair housing 
based on race, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, disabilities, and/or age. 
     Some materials contained in The Town Crier 
represent the opinion of the authors and does not 
necessarily represent the view of the Town of 
Riverdale Park. 
 

 
The Town Crier is also available at the Town’s 

Website: www.riverdaleparkmd.info 

 
Submission deadline: 15th of each month. 

Submit  al l  copies to  
 towncrier@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Council Actions 

 
Legislative Meeting 
December 7, 2015 

 
Consent Agenda:  
Motion to approve consent agenda items— Approved 

1. Minutes from November 2, 2015 Legislative Meeting 
 
Legislative Action Items: 

1. Motion regarding Fence Permit Application for 4806 Madison Street 
for a 6-foot wooden backyard fence (Ward 3) 

2. Motion to approve the Council Calendar for 2016—Approved 
3. Motion to adopt Resolution 2015-R-15 regarding the Little Book 

Library Project—Adopted 
4. Introduction of 2015-CR-01, a charter amendment to decrease the 

minimum age of a person to serve as a council member—Introduced 
 
New Business: 

1. Motion to make a memorial contribution of $95 in the name of 
Elizabeth Ives Reedy to the Little Sisters of the Poor—Approved 

 
Legislative Meeting 

January 4, 2016 
 

Consent Agenda  
Motion to approve consent agenda items: - Approved 

1. Minutes from December 7, 2015 Legislative Meeting 
 

Legislative Action Items: 
1. Motion regarding Fence Permit Application for 4806 Madison Street 

for a 6 foot wooden backyard fence (Ward 3) 
2. Motion to adopt Charter Amendment Resolution 2015-CR-01, a charter 

amendment to decrease the minimum age of a person to serve as a 
council member - Adopted 

3. Motion to authorize the Town Administrator to enter into an 
agreement with Prince George’s County Department of the 
Environment for storm water management project on Longfellow 
Street- Approved 

4. Motion to approve the Mayor's nomination and appoint Jennifer Hare 
to Riverdale Park Ethics Commission as an alternate- Approved 

5. Motion to adopt Resolution 2016-R-01 regarding a nomination for the 
Riverdale Park Mixed-Use Town Center Design Review Committee- 
Adopted 

6. Motion to accept letter of resignation from CM Eber Rosario and 
declare a vacancy in Ward 5- Approved 

7. Motion to set date as February 16, 2016, for special election in Ward 5- 
Approved 

 

mailto:jebbeler@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:riverdaleparksara@comcast.net
mailto:dmorris@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:Eng7twr@yahoo.com
mailto:info@riverdalevfd.com
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TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO.  2015-CR-01 
TOWN COUNCIL MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT 

 
 This is to give notice that on January 4, 2016, the Riverdale Park Town Council adopted 

on Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2015-CR-01 (“the Resolution”). The title of the 
Resolution is as follows: 

 
A RESOLUTION concerning 
 

CHARTER AMENDMENT – MINIMUM AGE OF COUNCIL MEMBER 
 
FOR  the purpose amending the Charter of the Town of Riverdale Park to alter the 

minimum age for a person to serve as a member of the Riverdale Park Town Council; and 
generally relating to qualifications to serve on the Town Council. 

  
 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments  
  Charter of the Town of Riverdale Park (January 2008 Revision) 
  ARTICLE II, The Town Council 
  Section 202 
   
 Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2015-CR-01 would amend Section 202 of the Charter 

of the Town of Riverdale Park to alter the minimum age for a person to serve as a member of the 
Riverdale Park Town Council; and generally relate to qualifications to serve on the Town Council. 
  

Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2015-CR-01 is available for inspection by the public 
at Town Hall during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.   The 
amendment to the Charter will become effective on February 23, 2016, subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland regarding the right of the 
qualified voters of the Town to petition the proposed amendment to referendum.   

 

Ward and Committee Reports 
 
Ward Two Report 
By Council Member Alan Thompson 
akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

 
This time of year is always a bit 

annoying to me – winter is dragging on, and 
spring is far away.  I’m thankful this time of  
 

 
year that we have the winter farmer’s 
market, and, frankly, coffee. 

 
Dog Park (including parking) 

As I mentioned in my 
December/January report, I’m moving 
forward on establishing some dedicated 
parking spaces for dog park patrons on the 

mailto:akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
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east side of 51st Avenue.  I’ve seldom seen a 
car parked in these “Riverdale-Park-
resident-only” spaces, so I don’t think it will 
be a big deal to convert them.  After 
speaking with Mayor Archer and other 
members of the council, the best idea right 
now seems to be simply removing the 
parking restrictions on the northern end of 
51st just enough to create three standard 
parallel parking spaces (there will be two 
accessible spaces as they already are 
planned in the existing park design).  If we 
find that the spaces are being used 
inappropriately or need more restrictions, 
we’ll add that in the future. 

 
Bridge to Whole Foods / Riverdale Park 
Station 

As anticipated in last month’s article, 
the CSX bridge project is moving forward.  
The Rivertech Court cut through was closed 
on December 14, as almost everyone seems 
to know (I still occasionally see a car drive 
up, sit dejectedly for a little while at the 
“road closed” sign, and then turn right on 
Tuckerman); utility work is going on right 
now. The whole project is projected to take 
eighteen months to complete, so mark your 
calendars for the bridge opening in May of 
2017!  (And expect to see a lot of changes 
up there as construction really gets going). 

 
Major Revisions to the Structure of Town 
Government 

In my Ward Report at the January 4 
Town Council meeting I opened discussion 
about a major change to the structure of 
Town Government.  In this report I will 
discuss what I’m thinking about and why.  
There will be a lot more news about this in 
the next few months. 

Maryland has two primary structures for 
municipal government. The first is the 
“strong mayor” structure, where the mayor 

is intimately involved with the day-to-day 
operations of town government (and 
usually has the power to veto legislation 
enacted by the council).  Of nearby towns, 
University Park has a government that is 
closest to this form of government.  The 
second is the “council manager” structure, 
where a council sets policies through 
budgets and resolutions, and a professional 
(non-elected) town manager implements 
the policies.  Of nearby municipalities, 
Greenbelt is probably the one closest to this 
form of government (their mayor is simply 
the council member who received the 
largest number of votes).   

It is unusual for a municipality in 
Maryland to have a pure version of either of 
these two structures – most towns and 
cities have a structure that mixes the two 
forms, as Riverdale Park does (Mayor 
Archer is involved with day-to-day 
operations, but Town Administrator 
Imhulse performs many of the tasks that a 
“strong mayor” would, such as reviewing 
contracts and signing checks.  Our mayor 
also cannot veto legislation passed by the 
Council.).  

Our plan with this legislation is to move 
Riverdale Park to a form of government that 
is closer to the “council manager” form of 
government, similar to that our neighbors 
College Park and Hyattsville have.  I 
anticipate proposing that we will still have 
an elected Mayor, but almost all day-to-day 
operations will be handled by a Town 
Manager.  The reason for this is that the 
current duties of the Mayor are extremely 
demanding of time and energy, and these 
duties will only increase when the 
Cafritz/Riverdale Park Station project is 
completed and Riverdale Park becomes a 
larger municipality.  Mayor Archer and I 
have been discussing this change for several 
weeks and are in agreement that it is a 
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good idea, though we must pay a lot of 
attention to details. 

I anticipate having more concrete 
information in next month’s Town Crier, but 
welcome your input on this major change 
we are considering for our Town 
government. 

 
Snow 

Snow season is upon us, and I just want 
to remind everyone in Ward 2 that during a 
snow emergency (which is probably 
happening any time snow plows are on the 
streets) you should park only on the even 
side of the street.  For streets that run east-
west (mostly those that are not numbered, 
such as “Riverdale Road”) parking is allowed 
only on the north side of the street, if there 
aren’t numbers to guide you.  For streets 
that run north-south (many of which, in 
Ward 2, don’t have houses on them) 
parking is allowed only on the west side of 
the street.  Observing these rules will allow 
our streets to be cleared efficiently by our 
devoted Public Works department. 

 
Farmers’ Market 

The Farmers' Market is open all winter! 
It is open every Thursday from 3pm to 7pm 
at 6202 Rhode Island Avenue (at the corner 
of Rhode Island and Riverdale Road).  
Produce at the market this time of year 
includes potatoes, cabbage, turnips, beets, 
apples, pumpkins, greens, peppers, gourds, 
cider, mums, baked goods, honey, pastured 
meats, eggs from free range hens, and fresh 
small batch roasted coffees. I hope to see 
you at the market! 
 

 
 
 

Public Works Report 
By Leonard Addison 

    
Saturday Drop Off – Scheduled dates in 
2016 for drop off of bulk trash on the third 
Saturday of each month, from 9:00 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m., are:  February 20, March 19, 
April 16, May 21, June 18, July 16, August 
20, September 17, October 15, November 
19, December 17. 

 
Holiday Trash Collection – Regular trash 
will be collected on Monday, February 15th 
because of President’s day, but will resume 
on Thursday, February 18th.    

 
Office Closings –  

• Town offices will be closed Monday, 
February 15th for President’s Day. 

 
Recycling Disposal - The Waste 

Management Division of the Prince 
George’s County Department of 
Environmental Resources issued a notice to 
resident’s last year that requires ALL 
recycling to be placed in the blue toters 
that they issue to residents or in collection 
cans/containers (i.e., trash cans), clearly 
marked “RECYCLING” or with an “X.” NO 
PLASTIC BAGS OF ANY KIND ARE TO BE 
INCLUDED IN THE RECYCLING CONTAINER 
(i.e., plastic grocery bags, plastic wrappers 
on soda or water containers).   Plastic can 
be included in and picked up on regular 
trash collection days. For additional 
information, please call 311 or 301-883-
5810. 

 
WSSC Schedule of Service Connections – 
From February through April 2016, the 
WSSC will perform numerous service 
connection projects in our community. 
Please see attached schedule for details.  
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The same list is available on the Town’s 
website (www.riverdaleparkmd.gov) or 
you can visit our Town Hall to pick up a 
copy. 

 
Guide to Public Works – An updated Guide 
to Public Works is now available for 
distribution.  It is included as part of a 
packet of public works services and Town 
resources that all residents will find helpful 
as they seek information on how to acquire 
services in/outside of our community.  New 
residents will find the packets useful for 
services such as trash/toters, recycling, bulk 
trash pickup and drop off, yard waste, 
names of their council members and mayor, 
and more.    In addition, residents can sign 
up to get the same information sent to 
them via email by calling the Department of 
Public Works at 301-864-1803. 

 
Yard Waste Collection - As a reminder, 
effective January 1, 2014, the Waste 
Management Division of the Prince 
George’s County Department of 
Environmental Resources issued a notice 
(included in resident’s August 2013 tax bill) 
that requires ALL yard waste to be placed in 
brown paper bags or loose in a clearly 
marked “YARD WASTE” collection 
can/container (i.e., trash cans). Yard waste 
will no longer be collected in plastic bags. 
For additional information, please call 311 
or 301-883-5810. 

    
Trash Toter Repair/Replacement – 
Residents should call the Department of 
Public Works for the repair or replacement 
of damaged trash toters, i.e., broken lids, 
missing wheels, cracked toters, etc. When 
repairs or replacements are needed, they 
will occur on Thursday of each week. 

 

Prince George’s County Information – To 
expedite requests for services provided by 
Prince George’s County’s, residents should 
utilize their information number, which is 
311.  Using that number will enable 
residents to address county related 
concerns such as questions, complaints, 
animal control requests, or other service 
needs for which the county is responsible. 

 
Snow Emergency Conditions – Snow 
emergency conditions shall be considered 
in effect within the Town of Riverdale Park 
whenever the Prince George’s County 
Executive, the Maryland State Highway 
Administration or the Maryland State Police 
declares a snow emergency in effect in 
Prince George’s County.  

 
Laws that apply: 

• During any period in which a snow 
emergency condition exists and a 
snow emergency is in effect, it shall 
be unlawful to park any vehicle on 
any part of any street designated as 
a snow emergency street, provided 
that signs have been erected on that 
street giving notice that such street 
is a designated snow emergency 
street.  

• During any period in which a snow 
emergency condition is in effect, it 
shall be unlawful to park any vehicle 
on the odd-numbered side of any 
public street in the Town of 
Riverdale Park regardless of whether 
such street has been designated a 
snow emergency street. Streets with 
parking restricted on one side are 
exempt from this section.  

• Any vehicle parked in violation of 
the snow emergency provisions of 
the section may be removed and 
impounded by or under the 

http://www.riverdaleparkmd.gov/
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direction of any duly authorized 
police officer. The owner of said 
vehicle, in addition to any towing or 
impound fee, shall be liable for a 
fine of $250.  

 
Snow and Ice Removal—As we enter into 
the snow season, please note that Public 
Works crews will be plowing and salting 
Town streets and parking lots to clear snow 
and ice.  As in the past, we will treat our 
streets in the following method: 

 
Primary Streets - i.e., Riverdale Road, Taylor 
Road, Lafayette Avenue, Queensbury Road, 
etc. 

 
Secondary Streets – i.e., DuPont Circle, 
Cleveland Avenue, Rhode Island Avenue, 
Quesada Road, Beale, 49th and 48th 
Avenues, Silk Tree Drive, etc. 

 
Residential Streets – i.e., Oliver Street, 
Madison Street, Rittenhouse Street, 47th 
Avenue, Somerset Road, Sora Lane, etc. 

 
Please note: our major roadways, Rt. 

201, Rt. 1, Rt. 410, Good Luck Road, will be 
treated by the State and County. 

 
Residents of our 

Town should note 
that they will be 
responsible for 
doing their part by 
keeping the 
walkway in front of 
their property 
cleaned of snow 
and ice after each 
event. 

 
 
 

What Residents Can Do? 
 
• Whenever possible, move parked 

cars off the street so that 
snowplows can remove the snow 
from the street from curb to curb.  

• If off-street parking is not available, 
park on the even side of the street 
(violators will be subject to having 
their vehicles impounded and fined 
$250 – 64-10(b)(c)). 

• Be patient during any snow 
emergency as crews work around 
the clock to clear the streets. 

• Clear sidewalks in front of residence 
and refrain from depositing snow 
back on to the roadway (this can 
potentially cause an accident). 

 

Boy Scouts Troop 252 
By Robert Killen 

  
There are lots of "Didn't Happen" 

events to report this month. Our planned 
ski/snowboard trips to Massanutten in 
December and January didn't come to 
fruition because we had neglected to send 
the required "Tour Permit" to our Boy Scout 
Council.  

We met last Friday night, January 15 
(Scoutmaster Killen's 78th Birthday), with 
our new Scout, Jonathan Pierre, and our 
Scribe Michael Jarquin and Bryan Garcia in 
attendance, working on the Square (and 
Thief's) Knot, Taut Line and Clove Hitches, 
and whipping and fusing rope ends. Practice 
makes perfect. Our Senior Patrol Leader, 
Guillian Cañete and Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader, Joseph Elliott, were conspicuous 
because of their absence. 

The "Cubs for Jesus Day" event 
didn't happen because of illnesses of some 
of the senior staff members; our Protestant 
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Committee on Scouting Chair contacted all 
involved and postponed the event until 
next year.  

We're STILL taking our Arrowmen 
(members of the Order of the Arrow) to the 
Eswau Huppeday Lodge Carolina Indian 
Seminar at Mitchell Community College in 
Statesville, North Carolina, January 22-24.  

We can't forget our local winter 
camping weekends, either, or the bicycle 
and hiking trips, which we have to plan with 
consideration to the weather and 
availability of transportation to and from 
the events.  

There's the opportunity for you or 
your boys, age 11-17, to join in the fun. 
While we're having fun, we learn how to 
survive and thrive in bad situations, 
learning, too, not to be afraid. 
Contact Bob Killen 301-483-8455, Eneida 
Martínez-Brown (MHB) 301-864-0059 or 
Sandra Tolson 301-927-2275 for 
information.  
 

Community Circles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Organizations 
 
Lion’s Club Meeting:  Every Fourth 
Wednesday. Contact President Patrick J. 
Prangley at (240) 882-4993. 
Northern County Soccer Alliance: 
Contact NCSA@soccer.net  or (301) 577-
3559.  
Riverdale Park Boys Scouts Troop 252: 
Contact: Scoutmaster Bob Killen at (301) 
483-8455. 
Madison Hill Homeowners Association: For 
information, call (301) 583-8857. 
Riversdale Historical Society: Riversdale 
Mansion. Contact (301) 864-0420. 
Riverdale Park Farmer’s Market: Contact 
Jim Coleman at (301) 586-5973.   
Riverdale Boys & Girls Club: E-
mail riverdaleboysgirlsclub@yahoo.co
m  (301) 277-KIDS. 
Riverdale Park Business Association: 
Contact Bruce Wernek at 240-684-0795 for 
meeting site. 
Riverdale Park Arts Council: Contact 
Samuel Williams, Jr., RPAC President at 
(909) 380-4231 
The Historical Association of Riverdale Park 
(HARP): 
Website: www.riverdaleparkhistory.or
g; harp@riverdaleparkhistory.org

Special Thanks to the Lions Club 
Thank you to the Lions Club for their 
generous donation to Toys for Tots! We 
were able to reach more kids in our 
community because of their contribution! 

 
PGCPS News 
Here are the dates you need to know 
this winter for Prince George's County 
public schools: 

• Feb. 12: Professional 
development day, no school for 
students 

• Feb. 15: Presidents' Day 
(system-wide holiday) 

• March 24: Grading/planning, no 
school for students 

• March 25-28: Easter holiday, no 
school 

 

mailto:NCSA@soccer.net
mailto:riverdaleboysgirlsclub@yahoo.com
mailto:riverdaleboysgirlsclub@yahoo.com
http://www.riverdaleparkhistory.org/
http://www.riverdaleparkhistory.org/
mailto:harp@riverdaleparkhistory.org
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