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Council Actions
Legislative Meeting
May 4, 2015

Consent Agenda

Motion to approve consent agenda items: - Approved

1.  Street cut permit request from Comcast for 4607 Madison
Street (Ward 3)

Legislative Action Items:

1. Motion to approve the Town election results for May 4,
2015 - Approved

2. Introduction of Ordinance 2015-OR-02 regarding the FY 16
Budget — Introduced

Town of Riverdale Park
Fair Summary of
Ordinance 2015-0OR-02
Town FY 2016 Budget and
Tax Rates

This is to give notice that the Riverdale Park Town Council
has introduced and intends to take action on Ordinance 2015-OR-02.

Ordinance 2015-OR-02 would adopt operating and capital
budgets for the Town of Riverdale Park for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2016; set rates of real, personal
and operating property taxation for such fiscal year and levy such
taxes; and address matters generally relating to the adoption of
Town budgets and levying of taxes and setting of tax rates for the
Town of Riverdale Park for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015, and
ending June 30, 2016.

Ordinance 2015-OR-02 is available for inspection by the
public at Town Hall during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Town of Riverdale Park
www.riverdaleparkmd.gov

Town Hall
5008 Queensbury Road
Riverdale Park, MD 20737
301-927-6381, Hablamos Espafiol
town@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Mayor Vernon Archer, 240-832-2257
varcher@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Council Members
Ward 1-Jonathan W. Ebbeler,
Chair, Econ Development, 404-626-2082
jebbeler@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Ward 2 — Alan Thompson
Chair, Finance Committee, 301-927-7407
akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Ward 3 - David Lingua
Chair, Public Safety, 301-779-3849
djlingua@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Ward 4 - Christopher Henry
Chair, Public Works, 301-910-9855
Chenry3240@verizon.net
Ward 5 — Eber Rosario
Chair, Community Affairs, 301-927-6381
erosario@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Ward 6 — Alejandro Silva
Chair, Legislative Committee, 301-801-3021
Sara Imhulse, Town Administrator
simhulse@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Jessica Barnes, Town Clerk
jbarnes@riverdaleparkmd.gov
Public Works, 301-864-1803
Leonard Addison, Director
Code Enforcement 240-898-2500
Colleen M. Ferguson, Code Manager
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Police Department, 301-927-4343
David Morris, Police Chief
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Fire Department - Emergency 911
Information - 301-927-0356
Brian Carpio, Fire Chief
Eng7twr@yahoo.com;
info@riverdalevfd.com;
www.riverdalevfd.com

It is the policy of the Town of Riverdale Park,
pursuant to the provision of Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act and The Americans with
Disabilities Act, to prohibit discrimination
against qualified persons with disabilities in any
aspect of employment within the government.

It is also the policy of the Town of Riverdale
Park to disallow discrimination in fair housing
based on race, gender, sexual orientation, marital
status, disabilities, and/or age.

Some materials contained in The Town Crier
represent the opinion of the authors and does not
necessarily represent the view of the Town of
Riverdale Park.

The Town Crier is also available at the Town’s
Website: www.riverdaleparkmd.info
Submission deadline: 15th of each month.
Submit all copies to
towncrier@riverdaleparkmd.gov
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Town of Riverdale Park Building Permits Are
Required

Decks Sheds Driveways

Prior to starting any construction project, residents should verify what permits are required. If a
County Building Permit is required for your project, then a Town Building Permit is also required.
Ordinance 2015-0OR- 01, an ordinance concerning Town Building Permits, was enacted in May. To view
this ordinance and the town code in its entirety visit the Town website
atwww.riverdaleparkmd.info

A Stop Work Order may be issued if construction, repairs, fence, or any type of renovations are
being done without the proper permits. Fines may also be imposed.

To view the County codes pertaining to permit requirements, visit the County’s Department of
Permits, Inspections, and Permitting (DPIE) website
at http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/DPIE. From that site you can click on Permits and
Licensing on the top scroll bar, and then click on Online Permit Services. Phone numbers and their
address can be found at that website.

Fences Home construction Additions

A Letter from Riverdale Park Police Chief Morris

“The history of policing in the United States is replete with tipping points that have
led to continuous change in how law enforcement accomplishes its ultimate mission
of providing the best service to our communities. Deserved or undeserved, the image
of law enforcement nationally has been tarnished by a few very unfortunate
situations. However, the executive boards of the Maryland Chiefs of Police
Association (MCPA), Maryland Sheriffs’ Association (MSA) and Maryland Municipal
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League Police Executives Association (MMLPEA) fully recognize that these situations
are not reflective of the dedication, commitment, and hard work exhibited by our
Maryland police officers and deputies every day. We also understand and appreciate
the difficult task of policing in a free, democratic society entitled to the maximum
protections afforded by the Constitution. The responsibility to offer those
protections is real and ultimately poses the challenge to law enforcement, which is
confronted with the obligation and duty to offer those protections.

The recent law enforcement encounters captured in the media spotlight have
brought about yet another tipping point, which most certainly will lead to
unprecedented change within our profession. As leaders of Maryland law
enforcement, the MCPA, MSA and MMLPEA acknowledge that the problems are real,
that solutions need to come from the experts in the field, and that we must take
positive steps to ensure the protection of Constitutional freedoms while also
delicately balancing and protecting the due process rights of our officers and
deputies who are tasked with doing this difficult job.”

The preceding is an excerpt of an open letter to Maryland Law Enforcement collectively offered by
the presidents of the Maryland Chiefs of Police, Maryland Sheriffs and Maryland Municipal League
Police Executives Associations. As your Chief of Police, | offered this forward because | believe in its
message. To provide the men and women of the Riverdale Park Police Department the requisite skills to
deliver the best possible service to our community, committed to Constitutional policing, we dedicate
tremendous time, attention and resources to continuing education designed to promote community
confidence in your law enforcement professionals. As your Chief, | take pride in providing our
community with a brief insight into the type of education and training your officers have recently
undertaken, namely the:

e FBI National Academy

e Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) Senior Management Institute for Police

e Northwestern University School of Police Staff and Command

e  FBI - Law Enforcement Executive Development Seminar

e Maryland Municipal League Police Executive Association — Professional Development Seminar
e Maryland Chiefs & Sheriffs Professional Development Conference

Participation in these executive programs extends from the Chief down through our sergeants, our
first-line supervisors, offering advanced and contemporary educational curricula. In addition, Lieutenant
Colonel Timmons and | recently completed a program including instruction on Constitutional Literacy
offered by Chris Dreisbach, PhD., Johns Hopkins University, and an overview of The Role of the Justice
Department and FBI in Color of Law Issues offered by DOJ’s Civil Rights Division and Community
Relations Services. These programs reinforced the important message that law enforcement’s first duty
is to protect the rights of our citizens.

With that said, | would be remiss if | did not acknowledge that law enforcement operates all day,
every day, in a gray area. Police officers are all too often confronted with split-second decisions that
sometimes end tragically. No police call for service is ever routine; every traffic stop, every unknown
trouble call, every suspicious person call, every fight call, every domestic violence call, every armed
assailant call presents unknown dangers to the responding officers. As of this writing, forty-five police



officers have been killed in the line of duty in the United States in 2015, simply because they wore a
uniform and they took an oath to protect their communities from harm.

Yet, despite such risk, | am constantly encouraged by the support | hear expressed by our Riverdale
Park community for our officers. It is clear to me that our community recognizes the difficult task facing
law enforcement and appreciates the efforts of the men and women of the RPPD who serve as your
community police department. Working cooperatively with statewide law enforcement professionals,
citizen advocacy groups, and state and local leaders, the RPPD remains committed to enhancing training
and accountability standards. The RPPD, along with Mayor Archer and our town council, is working hard
for you, our community, serving with pride and unparalleled commitment to ensure our town is safe,
clean and beautiful. My message to the men and women of the RPPD is simple: Hold your heads high, be
proud of the profession you serve, perform your jobs with professional decorum, and above all else, stay
safe. Our promise to the community is equally simple: The RPPD is committed to service, honor,
integrity, and professionalism, striving always to serve those who place their trust in us.

Respectfully,
David C. Morris
Chief of Police

Ward and Committee Reports

have been completed and are now on our tax
rolls, we will have more revenue next year.
Current homeowners should see no changes in
either their tax rate or their tax bill.

Ward Two Report

By Council Member Alan Thompson
akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov

I'd like to start my report by thanking
everyone who came out to vote on May 4™,
Ward 2 had a fabulous turnout, and | had some
great discussions with voters at the polls. 1 am
honored to be able to serve all residents of
Ward 2 for the next two years.

Budget

The Finance Committee met on May 16 to
work through the budget, and | am essentially
certain that we will pass it (with some modest
changes from the proposed budget that was
introduced in May) at the June 1 Legislative

session.
Taxes

Last month's Town Crier had an article that
started out with the sentence “The Mayor and
Council of the Town of Riverdale Park propose
to increase real property taxes.” The language
of this article, required by State law, is
misleading. The current version of the budget
has exactly the same tax rate as last year's
budget, and assessments for houses were last
updated in 2013, and will not be updated again
until next year. So, why the sentence? Because
the assessments of some commercial properties
have increased, and several town homes in the
EYA development we share with Hyattsville

Sad News

It is with a heavy heart that | write about
the passing of Judy Glaes, a long-time resident
of Ward 1 and a major proponent of the Dog
Park, who died in April as the result of an
accident in her home. | met Judy at the
Riverdale Bookshop many years ago, and found
her to be a very thoughtful, kind, and caring
individual. She was a valuable member of our
community and | will miss her, both as a friend
and as a community activist. | extend my
condolences to all of Judy's friends and family,
particularly to her partner Rob Oppenheim,
who represented Ward 1 on the Town Council.
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In another tragic accident, Ward 2 resident
Rebecca Selleck was killed after being struck by
a train while crossing the CSX tracks at a
pedestrian crossing in College Park. | did not
know Ms. Selleck, but have heard from others
that she was a caring and giving person. | again
extend my condolences to her family and
friends.

| encourage everyone to be extremely
careful while crossing the railroad tracks — the
trains can move very fast, and it's hard to judge
how soon a train will arrive. There have been
many deaths on the tracks in Riverdale Park
over the years, and we don't want any more.

Dog Park

Construction of the long-discussed Dog Park
near the corner of 51* and Tuckerman will start
in the next month or two, and is supposed to be
complete in late August. If you would like to be
updated as we learn more about the schedule,
please contact me or Mayor Archer so we can
keep you in the loop.

Farmers’ Market

Now that spring is heading into summer,
the Farmers' Market is really humming! It is
open every Thursday from 3pm to 7pm in the
main parking lot in Town Center. Produce at
the market this time of year includes spring mix,
collards, mustard, baby kale, head lettuce,
radishes, spicy salad mix, arugula, mini head
lettuce, dandelion greens, and microgreens,
fruit preserves, apples, pastured meats, free
range hen eggs, fresh small batch roasted
coffees, and a beautiful variety of cut flowers.
There are some new farmers and vendors at the
market this year, including a vendor with
fantastic wild Alaskan salmon. | hope to see you
at the market!

Public Works Report

By Leonard Addison

Saturday Drop Off
The next scheduled dates in 2015 for drop
off of bulk trash on the third Saturday of each

month, from 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m., are: June
20, July 18, August 15, September 19, October
17, November 21 and December 19.

WSSC Water Main Contract

The contract (#BR767A08), 10-inch water
main will be installed on East/West Highway
from Adelphi Road to 44™ Avenue. The contract
started in April 2015 and will continue through
the fall season. There will be two tie-ins made
within town limits— 44" Avenue and 43™ Street
- that will be affected by this contract.
However, the impact to westbound traffic on
East/West Highway is going to be problematic.

Tree Trimming

A vendor is in the community removing
and/or trimming Town trees. If the tree
designated for removal/trimming is located in
front/near your property, you will receive a
notice from the Department of Public Works.
The contractor will post signs for when they will
be in the area.

Pepco will be in the community trimming
and/or removing trees as part of their efforts to
clear power cables. This process is necessary to
minimize loss of power during major storms.

Yard Waste Collection

As a reminder, effective January 1, 2014,
the Waste Management Division of the Prince
George’s County Department of Environmental
Resources issued a notice (included in resident’s
August 2013 tax bill) that requires ALL yard
waste to be placed in brown paper bags or
loose in a clearly marked “YARD WASTE”
collection can/container (i.e., trash cans). Yard
waste will no longer be collected in plastic bags.
For additional information please call 311 or
301-883-5810.

Mosquito Control Program

The Town will once again participate in the
State/County Mosquito Larviciding/Adulticiding
Mosquito Control Program. The program began
spring larviciding in March. The regular season
began April 6™ and will continue into early
September.



Adulticiding will begin June 1, 2015, and run
through September 17, 2015. They will visit
every three weeks, but will not spray if the
sprayer encounters too many people on the
night of spraying.

In order to reduce the presence of
mosquitos, residents must keep their property
free of mosquito breeding containers, stagnant
water, bird baths, wading pools, pet watering
dishes, tin cans, old tires, clogged gutters or
flower pots. Other water holding containers
should be stored upside down.

Complaints about mosquitos can be faxed
to the Maryland Department of Agriculture at
301-422-0502 or call 301-422-5080 with
questions or concerns.

Prince George’s County Information

To expedite requests for services provided
by Prince George’s County’s, residents should
utilize their information number, which is 311.
Using that number will enable residents to
address county related concerns such as
guestions, complaints, animal control requests,
or other service needs for which the county is
responsible.

Animal Control

The Department of Environmental
Resources — Animal Management Division
handles all calls related to animal control in
your community. Please contact them if there
are animals in a trap, sick, any cruelty to
animals, animal spaying or neutering,
dangerous animals, animal carcasses, or other
animal related issues in your neighborhood,
please call the Animal Management Division at
301-780-7200. Office hours are Monday,
Tuesday and Friday, 11:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m,,
and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Closed
Sundays and Thursdays.

The public can view animals on Monday,
Tuesday and Friday 12:00 noon — 6:00 p.m. and
on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Thursdays. The office is
located at 3750 Brown Station Road, Upper
Marlboro 20772.

Boy Scouts Troop 252

By Robert Killen

Another month has passed, and Troop 252
has been busy, as usual. Good news is that
report cards are good enough for all of our
Scouts to continue scouting. Better news is the
Scouts are doing their school work and still
make some time for scouting!

We camped out April 17-19 at the New
Market, Va., Civil War site with 1,500 other
Scouts and Scouters to re-enact the last major
battle won by the south. Our Senior Patrol
Leader, Guillian Cafiete, had other obligations,
so our Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Joseph
Elliott, took over and was the narrator for the
re-enactment of the battle. Committee Chair
Eneida Martinez-Brown (MHB) and Scoutmaster
Bob Killen admitted their great surprise when
Joseph's authoritative voice came booming over
the loudspeakers, naming the participating
units - how professional he sounded! And
Michael Jarquin carried the flag and his rifle at a
run - didn't drop either - and fought the battle
to the end. Our Scouts cooked all our meals for
us on Saturday, and breakfast (fried and
scrambled eggs and grits) Sunday morning
before the battle. The weather was great, too!

At the Protestant-Catholic Religious Retreat
in College Park, we set up our tipi, and assisted
the rest of the staff setting up pop-up tents and
shelters; MHB was on the Protestant
Committee staff and Bob on the Catholic
Committee staff. We ate well. It rained hard
Saturday night. By the time it came to take the
tipi down Sunday noon, it was dry.

Starting at 8:00 on May 3, AJ and Michael
Jarquin, MHB and Bob assisted in the setting up
of tents, pop-ups, and other exhibits for the
Riverdale Park Artsfest. We determined that
there was not enough grassy room to set up the
tipi, but we were given our own space by
Samuel Williams and Ken Laureys, President
and Treasurer of the Art Council, where we had
our own fires, and ate delicious hot dogs
supplied and cooked by the Canéte family,
Assistant Scoutmaster Arnel, Senior Patrol



Leader Guillian and his sister Gwen. After the
event was over, we took down the tents, pop-
ups and other exhibits, and left the place as
clean as we could.
At the Prince George's District Round Table on
May 14 we were awarded a bronze banner of
achievement on our "Journey to Excellence."
To keep ourselves current on
Archaeological matters, MHB and Bob are
working at the Biggs-Ford Archaeological Dig
starting on May 22; on May 23, we are hiking
the History of Scouting Trek in D.C. with our
Scouts and 1,000 other Scouts and Scouters.
Our summer plans include a bicycle trip down
the C&O Canal Towpath, 184 miles in a week
(it's downhill!), after a couple of warmup trips
to make certain that our Scouts' bicycles (and
legs) are in shape for the trek. AND on July 24-
26, we're going fishing. On July 30 we intend to
attend the Pony Penning in Chincoteague.
Come enjoy the fun! Contact Sandra Tolson
(301) 927-2275, MHB (301) 864-0059, or Bob
Killen (301) 483-8455 for information. Join us,
so you can read about yourself!

RPAC Summer Patio
Concert Series Moved
To Wednesdays, Starts
July 15

By Samuel Williams

Riverdale Park Arts Council (RPAC); in
collaboration with the University of Maryland
Wind, Brass and Percussion Department; has
released the musical lineup for the 2015
Summer Patio Concert Series.

This year the summer concert series will be
held on Wednesdays. The concerts will be held
from 7 - 8 p.m., July 15 - September 16 and will
be held on the patio of the Town Center Market
(TCM) located at 4705 Queensbury Rd,
Riverdale Park, MD (20737).

Once again, RPAC extends a hearty thanks
to the TCM for willingness to host the event
again this year. As always, craft beer and food

will be available. We also thank Professor
Robert DiLutis for spearheading the project.
The summer series first guests are a special
one for the area. The LeDroit Chamber Players
bring uniquely collaborative concerts to the
neighborhoods of Washington DC Initiated in
LeDroit Park; LCP takes
inspiration from the town’s artistic lineage,
iconic architecture and important historic past
and showcases Washington D.C.’s “local talent
by bringing out the passion and excitement in
classical chamber music.

”

Musical Lineup
7-15 - Alison Duo — LeDroit Chamber Players —
Classical Duo

7-22 - Cara & Eric - Harp and Percussion

7-29 - Michael Sevener and Kimberly Gravatt
Duo — Jazz & Folk Music

8-05 - Dave Drosinos — Greek Music Duo
8-12 - UMD Clarinet Ensemble — Light Classics

8-19 - Nick and Adrienne Hodges — Clarinet
and Violin

8-26 - Laura Brisson and Eddie Rumzis Duo —
Classical Chamber Music

9-02 - Carol Ann Bosco — Cello and Vocals —
Folk/Irish

9-09 - Riversdale Woodwind Trio

9-16 - John Wambach & Alex Galiatsatos Jazz
Duo

CONTACT:

Samuel Williams, Jr.
scribenoir@gmail.com
(909) 380-4231
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Presenting ‘Masquerade’ - A Suicide Safer
Community Event

By William Leary

Community Crisis Services Inc., Metro DC Chapter of PFLAG and Wolf Pack Theatre Company are
partnering to bring to the theater, for one night only, a staged reading of the DC Metro Theatre Arts
Honoree.

The reading will feature original cast members Lauren Giglio (Janet), Carol V. Calhoun
(Emma), Sarah K. Scott (Kelli), Kelly Richards (Pastor Diana), Alie Kamara (Kyle) and CCSI Executive
Director Timothy R. Jansen (Steven).

'Masquerade' is the story of one family as they gather to determine final arrangements for their son,
brother, grandson and parishioner Kevin who has recently taken his own life.

Secrets are revealed and loyalties questioned as each looks at their own possible culpability and
what they may have done to prevent the senseless death.

This one night only staged reading will be held on September 9, 2015 at Joe's Movement Emporium,
3309 Bunker Hill Road, Mount Rainier MD 20712.

Tickets may be purchased at https://woflpacktheatrecompany.webconnex.com/Masquerade. Ticket
price includes preshow reception, staged reading and post show Q&A with cast and an invited panel.
Ticket purchases are 100% tax deductible.

Voted Best Show, Best Director-William Leary, and Best Supporting Actress-Kelly Richards and Carol
V. Calhoun

Riverdale Park Summer Internship Program

Who: Students between the ages of 16 and 19 who live in the Town of Riverdale Park

What: PAID summer internship! Indoor (administrative) and outdoor (laborer) positions are available.
Where: Town of Riverdale Park, 5008 Queensbury Road, Riverdale Park

When: Approximately 10 hours a week for 10 weeks (July — August)

How: Submit a letter of interest indicating the type of position that you are interested in, your latest
report card, letter of support from a parent or guardian and a completed Town of Riverdale Park job
application to Town Administrator, 5008 Queensbury Road, Riverdale Park, MD 20737. Town of

Riverdale Park job applications are available on our website, www.riverdaleparkmd.info, or at Town Hall,
5008 Queensbury Road. Application deadline is Friday, June 5, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.
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Free Community Picnic for HEEA Program

The Global Health and Education Projects, Inc., Riverdale, is organizing a one-day Health,
Environmental Education and Awareness (HEEA) Program and Free Community Picnic in Riverdale Park
on Saturday, June 13, 2015.

HEEA is a one-day community-wide program with fun-filled outdoor events to build community
cohesion and increase citizen awareness on the relationship between poor environmental quality and
health outcomes through elevated health risks such as respiratory and cardiovascular diseases,
childhood developmental deficiencies, and poor educational outcomes culminating in deleterious
overall public health outcomes. This program will be the first of what will be an annual community
event.

Date: Saturday, June 13, 2015
Time: 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Venue: Fletcher’s Field #2 Community Park, 5628 Tanglewood Drive, Riverdale, MD 20737.

Highlights: Presentations by leading environmental justice advocates, Environmental models, Free Food,
Free Drinks, Salsa, Yoga, Exercises, Games, Gifts, and lots more.

For more information, contact Dr. Romney Emeka Azuine at 301-254-1435, or
email reazyuine@globalhealthprojects.org, or visit http://globalhealthprojects.org/heeaday/

Community Circles

Community Movie Night
Riverdale Park’s Community Movie Night will be held on Friday, June 26 at Riverside Neighborhood Park
at dusk. The feature presentation will be Big Hero 6.

ECO City Farms

Beginning in May, ECO City Farms will be offering weekly farm shares of locally grown produce to Prince
George’s County residents. The season runs 21 weeks from May 7 to September 24. For more
information on how to apply, visit www.ecocityfarms.org or e-mail Amanda@ecocityfarms.org. For
volunteer opportunities, visit www.ecocityfarms.org/get-involved/volunteering or contact
Kayla@ecocityfarms.org.
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Local Organizations

Lion’s Club Meeting: Every Fourth Wednesday. Contact President Patrick J. Prangley at (240) 882-4993.
Northern County Soccer Alliance: Contact NCSA@soccer.net or (301) 577-3559.

Riverdale Park Boys Scouts Troop 252: Contact: Scoutmaster Bob Killen at (301) 483-8455.

Madison Hill Homeowners Association: For information, call (301) 583-8857.

Riversdale Historical Society: Riversdale Mansion. Contact (301) 864-0420.

Riverdale Park Farmer’s Market: Contact Jim Coleman at (301) 586-5973.

Riverdale Boys & Girls Club: E-mail riverdaleboysgirlsclub@yahoo.com (301) 277-KIDS.
Riverdale Park Business Association: Contact Bruce Wernek at 240-684-0795 for meeting site.
Riverdale Park Arts Council: Contact Samuel Williams, Jr., RPAC President at (909) 380-4231

The Historical Association of Riverdale Park (HARP): Website: www.riverdaleparkhistory.org;
harp@riverdaleparkhistory.org

Happy
Father's Day!
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