
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
Prince George’s County Planning Department  
 

 
NOTICE OF INITIATION FOR A NEW TRANSIT DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 

TRANSIT DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONE (ZONING) MAP AMENDMENT FOR  
COLLEGE PARK AND RIVERDALE PARK  

 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS NOTICE? 

The Prince George’s County Planning Department invites you to participate in a new planning project in 
and around the College Park/University of Maryland Metrorail Station and the two planned Purple Line 
stations located along River Road.  

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS NEW PLANNING PROJECT? 
The purpose of this project is to update the 1997 transit district 
development plan (TDDP) and Transit District Overlay Zone 
(TDOZ) that currently govern development in this area. (Unsure 
about what this means? Check out the information box to the 
right.)  
 
The new TDDP and TDOZ will: 
 Create a vision for the area that reflects the shared 

priorities and values of impacted property owners, 
residents, businesses, Prince George’s County, College 
Park, Riverdale Park, and institutions, including the 
University of Maryland-College Park. 

 Identify (re)development opportunities for new integrated, 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented uses and strengthen 
M Square’s reputation as the preeminent research and 
employment center for the county and region. 

 Incorporate the area’s existing and planned 
transportation, environmental, and historic assets 
(including the College Park Airport, the Northeast Branch 
Stream Valley Park, and two proposed Purple Line 
stations). 

 Build on recently completed studies, including the 2013 
Purple Line TOD Study. 

 Create a realistic implementation and phasing plan. 

WHAT AREA IS IMPACTED BY THE PROJECT? 
The transit district development plan is generally bounded by the College Park Airport to the north, the 
Metrorail/MARC/CSX tracks to the west, the residential portion of the Town of Riverdale Park to the south, and 
the Northeast Branch Stream Valley Park to the east (see enclosed map). 

HOW LONG WILL THIS PLANNING PROJECT TAKE? 
The Prince George’s County Council authorized the Prince George’s County Planning Department to start this 
project on June 18, 2013, under the county’s 18-month TDDP preparation process. A draft of the plan is 
tentatively slated to be released for public review in early spring 2014, and final approval is expected in fall 2014.  

What does a TDOZ do? 

 Creates design standards and 
guidelines to shape future  
development around transit stations 
consistent with the TDDP vision. 
 Promotes creativity and flexibility. 
 Outlines clear and consistent 

development review and public 
involvement processes. 

What does a TDDP do? 

 Creates a vision for how an area 
could look in 20 years. 
 Helps guide and coordinate 

development around transit stations. 
 Encourages transit use. 
 Promotes an integrated mix of uses. 
 Leads to an expanded local and 

county tax base. 
 Enhances connectivity and safety. 
 Fosters a walkable environment. 
 Creates opportunities for new public 

and open spaces. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
The new TDDP/TDOZ will culminate in public hearings (in approximately one year) of the Prince George’s County 
Planning Board and the Prince George’s County Council. These hearings will be important to persons owning land in 
the area, because the plan establishes polices that will help define the type, amount, character, and location of future 
development.  
 
If your property is located within the TDDP boundary, approval of a new zoning map amendment could result in the 
rezoning of your property, which could then affect your property values and your tax liability. 
 
If you intend to request or support the intensification of the zone or land-use classification applicable to your property 
during this planning process, you must complete and return an affidavit in accordance with Maryland Annotated 
Code, State Government Article §§15-829 through 15-835, at least 30 days prior to the District (County) Council 
Public Hearing. Failure to timely file an affidavit(s) may delay or prohibit consideration of your zoning or land use 
request. Affidavit forms are available on-line at http://ethics.gov.state.md.us/pages/local%20government.htm.  
 
Communication concerning a pending zoning request between a property owner or agent and a member of the County 
Council or the county executive outside of the public hearing process is prohibited by law and must be disclosed 
(Maryland Annotated Code, State Government Article §15-832). An Ex Parte form must be filed by all parties 
regarding any such communication within five days after the communication was made or received. Ex Parte forms 
are also available on-line at http://ethics.gov.state.md.us/forms/PGNO4.pdf. 
 
Direct all questions concerning affidavit or Ex Parte requirements to the Clerk of the Council at 301-952-3600.  

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE? 
You can participate in a number of ways! Please visit our web site (www.pgplanning.org/cprp-tddp.htm) or 
contact us (see below) to join our project mailing list, learn more about the planning process, and get involved. We 
encourage you to participate in our upcoming collaborative public meetings and testify (in person or via letter) at 
the Planning Board and District Council public hearings in late spring/summer 2014.  
 
The initial community workshop will focus on an overview of the project, provide information on key design and 
planning principles, present an outline of existing conditions, and allow for discussion of current plans impacting 
the TDDP area. This workshop has been scheduled for: 
 

Wednesday, August 21, 2013 
7:00–9:00 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation Building Auditorium 
6600 Kenilworth Avenue 

Riverdale, MD 20737 

 
WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION? 

Chad Williams, LEED AP BD+C, Project Leader 
M-NCPPC, Prince George’s County Planning Department, Community Planning Division  
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
chad.williams@ppd.mncppc.org 
301-952-3171 
 
WHAT IS THE PROJECT WEB SITE? 

www.pgplanning.org/cprp-tddp.htm 


