
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 22, 2012 

12:00 - 3:00PM 
 

 

The Alamo restaurant and Christian Life Center will be serving a Thanksgiving 

Dinner with all the holiday trimmings. Come join us for a free thanksgiving dinner! 

 

The Alamo Restaurant is located at 5508 Kenilworth Avenue, Riverdale Park, MD. 

Dinner will be served from 12:00 - 3:00. 

For more information contact Rev. Ben Slye at 301-277-5969 

 

If you would like to help support our dinner  

Food & Monetary Donations are welcomed. 

 

To support our Coat Drive we are in need of  

New and gently used Coats; New Hats and Gloves 

To be brought to Town Hall by 11/16/2012 

 

 
 

Cena Anual para el día de Acción de Gracias 
EI 22 de Noviembre de 2012 

12:00 - 3:00PM 
 
 

El Restaurante Álamo y el Centro Cristiano de la Vida estarán sirviendo una Cena para el 

Día de Acción de Gracias con todos los adornos.  Venga y acompáñenos, la cena es 

GRATIS  para todos. 

 

EI Restaurante Álamo se localiza en 5508 Avenida Kenilworth, Riverdale,  MD.  

La cena se servirá de 12:00 - 3:00pm.  

Para más información llame al Pastor Ben Slye al 301-277-5969.  

 

Si nos quisiera ayudar y apoyar con esta cena, comida o ayuda monetaria son bienvenidas. 

 

Contribución de colecta de abrigos 

Abrigos nuevos y medio usados gorros y guantes son aceptados 

Tráigalos a la Alcaldía antes del 11/16/2012 

,  
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Annual Winter Wear Giveaway 

Free Coats, Hats, Gloves, & Mittens 

One free coat per person! 

*person receiving coat must be present 

 

Saturday, December 1st 

Noon to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Evento Anual de Ropa de Invierno 

Gratis 

Abrigos, gorros y guantes gratis 

 

MIENTRAS DUREN 

Un abrigo por persona! 

*debe estar presente para recibir un 

abrigo 

 

Sabado, 1 de Diciembre – 12:00 a 2:00 

p.m. 

 

Christian Life Center 

5600 Taylor Road, 

Riverdale, MD  20737 

Keep Warm This Winter! 

Mantengace Caliente Este Invierno! 

Town Crier 
The Riverdale Park 
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Town of Riverdale Park  
www.riverdaleparkmd.gov 

Town Hall 
5008 Queensbury Road 

Riverdale Park, MD 20737 

301-927-6381, Hablamos Español 
town@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Mayor Vernon Archer, 240-832-2257 
varcher@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Council Members 

Ward 1–Jonathan W. Ebbeler, 
Chair, Econ Development, 404-626-2082 

jebbeler@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Ward 2 – Alan Thompson 
Chair, Finance Committee, 301-927-7407 

akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Ward 3 - David Lingua 

Chair, Public Safety, 301-779-3849 

djlingua@riverdaleparkmd.gov 

Ward 4 - Christopher Henry  

Chair, Public Works, 301-910-9855 

Chenry3240@verizon.net 

Ward 5 – Raymond Rivas 

Chair,Community Affairs,301-625-9435 

rrivas@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Ward 6 – Alejandro Silva  
Chair, Legislative Committee, 301-801-3021 

Sara Imhulse, Town Administrator 

simhulse@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Public Works, 301-864-1803 

Leonard Addison, Director 
Code Enforcement 240-898-2500 

Colleen M. Ferguson, Code Manager 
code@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Police Department, 301-927-4343 

David Morris, Police Chief 
dmorris@riverdaleparkmd.gov   

Fire Department - Emergency 911                  

Information - 301-927-0356 

Charles Ryan, Chief 
info@riverdalevfd .com ,www.riverdalevfd

.com  or ,  

Riverdalef i rech ief7 @gmai l .com  
 

 It is the policy of the Town of Riverdale 

Park, pursuant to the provision of Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act and The 

Americans with Disabilities Act, to prohibit 

discrimination against qualified persons with 

disabilities in any aspect of employment 

within the government. 

     It is also the policy of the Town of 

Riverdale Park to disallow discrimination in 

fair housing based on race, gender, sexual 

orientation, marital status, disabilities, and/or 

age. 

     Some materials contained in The Town 

Crier represent the opinion of the authors and 

does not necessarily represent the view of the 

Town of Riverdale Park. 
 

The Town Crier is also available at the 

Town’s Website: www.riverdaleparkmd.info 

Submission deadline: 15th of each month. 
Submit  al l  copies to  

 towncrier@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

Council Actions 
By Waverly Pollitt 

     
Regular Legislative Meeting 

October 1, 2012 

 

1. Approved-Motion to authorize town administrator and/or 

mayor to send a letter of support for CB-63-2012 

2. Approved-Motion to support Town’s CDBG PY 39 project 

application 

3. Approved-Motion to send letter of support for Civil Air Patrol 

Congressional Gold Medal initiative 

4. Approved-Motion to approve MOU with County for residential 

recycling 

5. Approved-Motion to waive bidding requirements for  purchase 

“live scan” equipment from Applied Technology Services, Inc. 

under State of Maryland contract bid #060B9800011 

6. Approved-Motion to accept MOU with M-NCPPC for facility 

use 

7. Approved-Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-17 regarding 

a property known as Jey’s Auto 

8. Approved-Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-18 regarding 

Sustainable Maryland 

9. Introduced - Ordinance 2012-OR-11 to amend the FY 13 

Budget 

10. Approved-Motion to establish a park dedicated to volunteers 

11. Approved-Motion to approve Resolution 2012-R-19 

concerning a request to Prince George’s County Department of 

Public Works and Transportation for review of Cafritz project 

12. Approved-Motion to adopt minutes with revisions for regular 

legislative meeting September 4, 2012 
 

New Business 

1. Approved-Motion to send a letter of opposition for CB-79-2012 

2. Approved-Motion to send a letter of strong opposition for CB-

80-2012 

3. Approved-Motion to authorize Mayor/Town Administrator to 

draft and send a letter in opposition for CB-95-2012 

4. Approved-Motion to send a letter of strong support for CB-75-

2012 

5. Approved-Motion to authorize Mayor to send a letter expressing 

enthusiastic support for Riversdale House Museum’s nomination 

to receive the IMLS National Medal for Museum and Library 

Science 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jebbeler@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:riverdaleparksara@comcast.net
mailto:dmorris@riverdaleparkmd.gov
mailto:info@riverdalevfd.com
http://www.riverdalevfd.com/
http://www.riverdalevfd.com/
mailto:Riverdalefirechief7@gmail.com
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Riverdale Park Police Department: 
Riverdale Park Day 

By Captain Patrick Timmons 

 
Great weather, good food, and what a fantastic start to this year’s 

Riverdale Park Day, thanks to the Prince Georges County Police 

Department Air One!  The PGPD Air One helicopter made a soft, safe 

landing at Riverside Park soccer field with Mayor Vernon Archer, Lucy 

Archer, and Riverdale Park Police Chief David Morris to begin the 

festivities.  The Prince Georges County Police K-9 unit wowed the crowd 

with a demonstration and a question and answer session.  Among the other vendors and exhibits, the Riverdale Park 

Police Department was offering parents the opportunity to obtain a child ID kit including a photo of their child, balloons, 

and giveaways. Thanks again to our friends at the Prince Georges County Police Department, and all Town staff who 

made this year’s event a success.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Riversdale House Museum Events 

 
  
TASTING THE PAST: A CIDER SAMPLER  

 

Rosalie Calvert, the mistress of Riversdale, bragged to her father that the cider produced at Riversdale was 

“almost as good as champagne,” and the drink impressed visitors, including the British Ambassador of the time.  

Take a step back into the culinary past as you enjoy a Cider Sampler on Saturday, November 10, at 2pm. Learn about the 

art and history of cider making while tasting your way through a guided sampling of Crispin Ciders paired with 

historically-inspired foods. Based out of Minneapolis, Crispin Cider offers a variety of classic hard ciders, as well as 

artisanal and imported varieties.  

This event is open to guests ages 21 and up. The cost is $15 for residents of Prince George’s & Montgomery 

Counties and $18 for non-residents. Advance payment is required by November 2. The cost includes all food and drink 

and a souvenir glass. 
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SEASONAL SELECTIONS: FROM GARDEN TO TABLE  

 

The Seasonal Selections program, instituted in the fall of 2009, will continue to offer special monthly cooking 

events with a different topic each month. Holidays, the schedule of seasonal fresh produce, and/or the traditional cycles of 

an early 19th century farm will inspire each month’s Seasonal Selection. The Riversdale Kitchen Guild will host the final 

Seasonal Selection of the year, Fall Feast, on November 11. The demonstration runs from noon – 3:30pm. Learn about 

the process of making crusts from scratch in the early 1800s and discover some of the seasonal sweet and savory options 

that would have been available to Riversdale’s cooks.  

Viewing the demonstration is FREE! You are also invited to tour Riversdale House Museum. Admission is $3 

adults/$2 seniors/$1 students and FREE children 4 & under. 

 

 

ENJOY BREAKFAST WITH SINT NIKLAAS AT RIVERSDALE  

 

Do you know where the tradition of hanging stockings originated? Learn about this and other traditions as the 

Flemish forerunner of our modern Santa Claus, Sint Niklaas, makes his annual visit to Riversdale. The gift-giving, kindly 

bishop will arrive for breakfast at Riversdale on Saturday, December 1, 2012. Choose the 9 am or 11 am seating. 

Children, ages 3 to 10, will receive a gift and, along with their parents, are invited to enjoy a Belgian-inspired breakfast as 

Sint Niklaas makes his rounds. Registration is $10 per child and $7 per attending adult for residents of Prince George’s & 

Montgomery Counties and $12 per child and $9 per attending adult for non-residents. Advance reservations are required 

by November 16rd. We are sorry, but walk-ins cannot be accommodated. This is a very popular program and will sell 

out! Register early to ensure a spot!  

Riversdale celebrates this holiday in honor of Rosalie Stier Calvert, mistress of Riversdale in the early 19th 

century and a Flemish immigrant, who kept her homeland customs for her own nine children. 

 

Riversdale, a historic house museum of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, 

is located at 4811 Riverdale Road in the town of Riverdale Park, Maryland. Call or email 

Riversdale@pgparks.com for more information. Contact: Riversdale House Museum 

Riversdale@pgparks.com  // 301.864.0420 // TTY 301.699.2544 www.history.pgparks.com 

 

 

 

TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK 

FAIR SUMMARY OF 

ORDINANCE 2012-OR-11 

 

 

This is to give notice that the Riverdale Park Town Council has introduced and intends to take action on 

Ordinance 2012-OR-11. 

 

Ordinance 2012-OR-11 would amend the Town of Riverdale Park budget for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013 by increasing General Government Expenditures in the General Fund 

and transferring unallocated funds from the FY13 CIP Fund to the General Fund.  

 

Ordinance 2012-OR-11 is available for inspection by the public at Town Hall during normal business 

hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.   
 

 
 

mailto:Riversdale@pgparks.com
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Mayor’s Report 
By Mayor Vernon Archer 

Youth and Community Wing Expansion to Town Hall 

In September’s Town Crier I reported to you that the Town’s architect and planner Paul Mortensen was busy working 

to provide us with design alternatives for our proposed expansion of Town Hall to accommodate a greater array of 

community activities. I am happy to report that he delivered two alternative designs and we are now able to move on to 

the next steps of the planning phase.  

One design is a two-story alternative which thoroughly addresses stated needs and Guiding Design Principles 

developed from community input and is presented on the next page. This design would virtually double the floor space in 

the building; substantially improve the flexibility of how the floor space can be used; and will handle some expansion of 

demand beyond what we are currently experiencing (that is to say some additional uses would be able to be 

accommodated beyond current demand).  

The second alternative stays with the existing one-story building, with only a small addition to the building. This 

design concentrates on providing more efficiency and flexibility in the use of floor space. It would not be able to support 

some of the community based activities that were identified earlier in the planning process, but would represent a 

significant improvement over our current Town Hall. 

Additional information about the proposed alternatives, as well as a look at the new parking layout along Queensbury 

in front of the municipal building can be seen at the town’s website: www.riverdaleparkmd.info 

We are now anxious to get feedback from the community on the designs in order to help inform the architect and 

ultimately the council about how we should proceed. We will have to weigh issues of utility, needs vs. simple desires, 

cost, and impacts on town services during construction as well as in the completed project.  

In the Council Work Session on Monday, November 26, we will begin the process of evaluating the proposals. Please 

come out and be a part of it! Also, feel free to contact your councilmembers and/or me directly to share your thoughts. We 

are also planning a presentation that will be presented in Spanish for our residents that need interpreting in order to have 

their input added, but we have not yet selected a date for that.  

 

 

[See page 6 for design graphic] 

 

 

Coat Drive—Help Our Less Fortunate Neighbors 
As the economic hardships that many in our community are enduring continue the town government and I are 

working with area relief and assistance groups to help those who are in need.  One project that has shown clear success in 

past years is the coat drive that is a partnership between us and the Christian Life Center.  

This program centers on a distribution that will take place Saturday, December 1. In order to help insure a repeat of 

last year’s success I am organizing a community wide collection of “slightly” used coats, as well as monetary donations. 

If you are willing and able to contribute please send your donation to our Town Hall, or if you can’t drop off your 

donation call us at 301-927-6381 and we will arrange a pickup. 

 

 

Fantastic Riverdale Park Day! 

I want to give out a huge thank you to everyone who worked to make this year’s Riverdale Park Day the smashing 

success that it was! While I can’t mention everyone who assisted I do want to give event organizer Nova Johns a special 

appreciation—she has really got this down right! 

It was wonderful for me personally to get to speak with many new and long-time residents about the many exciting 

things going on in our town. In particular we displayed at the town government’s tent posters illustrating the Youth and 

Community Wing expansion alternatives, information about our Small Town Energy Program, and outlines of the next 

steps in the development process for the Whole Foods/Cafritz Project. Thanks for the many useful comments, and 

interesting discussions about the issues and opportunities before us. 
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Guiding Design Principles 
1. The building must promote a sense of civic pride within the Riverdale Park community. 

2. The building must be highly flexible in its community uses.   

3. The building must be socially, economically and environmentally sustainable. 

4. The building must be open and inviting to all.  

 

                            
 Veiw Looking West            Aerial View 
                  

      
Front Elevation            View Looking East 

 
Building Square Footage: 12,665 sf    (+6,870 sf) 
Primary Elements of the New Porgram:   
Large Assembly Space:   2,000 sf  Additional Storage Areas 
2 Classrooms and Study Spaces:     400 sf/each              Casual Gathering Spaces 
Council Chambers/Conference Room:         850 sf  Student Study Areas 
Larger Lobby/Gallery Space:     1,000 sf 
Larger Administrative Office Program: 

   
   First Floor Plan      Second Floor Plan 
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Ward and Committee Reports
 
Ward One Report 
By Council Member Jonathan Ebbeler 

jebbeler@riverdaleparkmd.gov  

 

Economic Development Committee 
Report 

My favorite time of year in Maryland has always 

been October.  The sting of winter is not quite in the air 

and the oppressive heat and humidity from the summer 

are a distant memory.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to recognize two young adults in town: 

Kelsey Jarman and Andrew Waldron.  Kelsey won one 

of the two Lion’s Club scholarships that were presented 

last month.  She is an exceptional young woman 

studying up at Towson University.  Andrew studies at 

UMD and was also recognized with an honorable 

mention.  I think it speaks volumes about the types of 

parents we have in town to raise such rising young stars.  

Great things are expected from both of them. 
The M-U-TC Committee, Town Council, and 

staff have busily been evaluating the next phase of the 

Cafritz/Whole Foods development – the Preliminary 

Plan of Subdivisions (PPS).  The applicant has had many 

meetings with Park and Planning staff in preparation for 

this next phase.  At the time of writing this update 

however, we have not had a chance to discuss a certified 

copy of the development plan.  I strongly suspect that 

there will be many meetings over the next 4-6 weeks as 

we go over the minutiae as well as highly germane 

details.  We look forward to having a healthy and 

productive debate with the entire Cafritz team. 

Many of you may have noticed increased code 

enforcement activity in and around town.  This was due 

to the town’s “Safe, Clean, and Beautiful, Quality of 

Life Initiative” that was run through the month of 

October.  As a recipient of two Orange stickers for code 

violations over the last 4 years, I know only too well 

what people’s immediate reaction is.  I would ask 

everyone to remember that individually we all have an 

obligation to our immediate neighbors and the 

community as a whole to do our part to keep our homes 

and yards looking great!  I believe firmly that Chief 

Morris and his staff do an exceptional job of keeping us 

safe day in and day out and initiatives like this are one 

more tool that can be used to ensure blight is minimized 

and Riverdale Park is and remains a great place to live 

and work. 

My number one goal since being elected last 

year has been to address the vacant properties in and 

around Ward One.  The two prominent ones are Jey’s 

Auto and the Douglas Development Assemblage at 

Town Center.  The Council passed a resolution last fall 

and a follow-up one this September that moves the ball 

forward with Jey in no uncertain terms.  There has been 

enormous developer interest over the last few weeks in 

the property due to our actions and the fact that EYA-

East is coming on-line.  Ultimately there are two paths 

forward on this property, one through town actions and 

one through third-party development but both lead to the 

same conclusion; at some point in the next year or two 

the development parcel will no longer be the neglected 

eyesore that it is today. 

The more exciting piece is concerning Douglas 

Development.  I met with Matt Jemal and staff last year 

outlining my vision for the Town Center and brought 

him and his staff up to speed on what is going on in the 

area (EYA, Cafritz, Town Center Market, and Trolley 

Trail).  As the Cafritz rezoning and Town Center Market 

build-out progressed I sent out informational packets to 

keep them updated.  Late this fall I asked County 

Councilman Olson’s office to assist in a full-court press.  

Many of you know that Dannielle Glaros is CM Olson’s 

Chief of Staff and lives in town; what you may not know 

is how instrumental she has been as a political partner to 

move the development forward. 

As it stands, we have commitment from the 

Douglas Development team to bring the properties up to 

code on the inside and ready for commercial and 

residential tenants.  There have been several meetings 

with the Douglas Development folks, County Council 

staff, the retail leasing consulting staff, Riverdale Park 

Council and staff, and the County Redevelopment 

Authority.  In the last meeting, the Douglas project 

manager communicated a timeline of 3-5 months for the 

build-out.  I suspect that may be an optimistic number 

but nonetheless am excited at the prospect of having a 

viable commercial center in 2013.  Again, the town owes 

a large degree of gratitude and thanks to CM Eric Olson 

for putting this project on his radar screen and especially 

to Chief of Staff Dannielle Glaros for her diligence and 

management of the details.   

In closing, I would just like to say thank you to 

all of you.  It has been an exceptionally challenging time 

to be an elected official (especially a new one) and many 

of you have taught me lessons on how to better govern.  

I am always here to listen and will do whatever I can to 

make Riverdale Park a vibrant and safe community to 

live and raise a family. 

 

mailto:akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
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Ward Two Report 
By Council Member Alan Thompson 

akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov  
 

Finance Committee Report  
Late in September we had a public safety walk 

through Ward 2. Several members of the Police 

Department (including Chief Morris, several police 

officers, Code Manager Colleen Ferguson, and two code 

enforcement officers) joined me, Council Members 

Ebbeler and Lingua, and residents to walk through most 

of Ward 2 looking to identify any public safety issues. I 

talked with many of you while walking through, and was 

pleased to find only relatively small issues needing 

attention. The police department and public works will 

be following up on those. These walks should be 

occurring regularly so watch the Town Crier for the 

schedule of the next one (which will probably happen in 

the spring). 

October 6 was a fabulous Riverdale Park Day, as 

always. I was able to eat the one funnel cake I allow 

myself every year, and my son loved the video game 

booth, the “Angry Birds” real-life slingshot game, and 

the police dog demo. I enjoyed talking to people at the 

Town's booth about options for the future Youth and 

Community expansion of Town Hall, and renewing my 

family's membership in the Riverdale Arts Council at 

their booth. Please join me in thanking the Recreation 

Board for organizing the event, and thanks to all of you 

who turned out. 

Residents on the northern end of Taylor Road 

have a new neighbor – a woman from Hyattsville who 

purchased a vacant lot, and is planning to run a farm on 

it! I've exchanged e-mails with her, and spoken with 

many nearby neighbors, who are generally fine with 

having a farm in their neighborhood. While I was 

initially surprised that this was allowed in a 

neighborhood like ours (county zoning does permit it), 

I'm hoping that we will find the farm to be a good 

neighbor, which I think will be the case based on what I 

know about the owner. I hope you will contact me if you 

would like to talk to me about this further. 

In addition to the farm, Ward 2 has another new 

neighbor, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 

Administration's (NOAA) Center for Weather and 

Climate Prediction, which officially opened on October 

15. I attended the ribbon cutting ceremony where US 

Senator Barbara Mikulski, Secretary of Commerce 

Rebecca Blank, County Executive Rushern Baker, and 

University of Maryland President Wallace Loh (among 

others) all spoke glowingly of the new facility and the 

advances in weather prediction they think will come 

about as a result of the work going on there. This 

facility, which crosses the border between Riverdale 

Park and College Park, will be an engine for economic 

growth in town as well as a point of pride. 

The Finance Committee met late in October to 

discuss minor changes to this year's budget; I will report 

on what happened at the November Town Council 

meeting and next month's Town Crier. 

 Please join me this month at our town's 

Veteran's Monument on Veteran's Day (Sunday, 

November 11th) to honor veterans of all wars, and enjoy 

a safe and happy Thanksgiving with family and friends. 

 

 

Public Works Report 
By Leonard Addison 

 

Saturday Drop Off – The next scheduled dates for 

drop off of bulk trash on the third  

Saturday of each month, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, on 

the following dates: November 17 and December 15. 

 

Holiday Collection –  

 Happy Thanksgiving to all our Riverdale Park 

residents and families! 

 Veteran’s Day – Regular trash WILL be 

collected on Monday, November 12, 2012. 

 Thanksgiving Day - Regular trash will NOT be 

collected on Thursday, November 22
nd

 in 

recognition of the Thanksgiving holiday. The 

next regular trash collection day will be on 

Monday, November 26
th
.  

 Holiday Closing – The Department of Public 

Works will be closed on Monday, November 12, 

2012 in honor of Veteran’s Day.  We are also 

closed on Thursday, November 22
nd

 and Friday, 

November 23
rd

, in recognition of the 

Thanksgiving holiday.   

Bulk Trash Pickups & Special Trash Pickups 

Bulk Trash pickups are scheduled by 

APPOINTMENT ONLY.  In order to have bulk items 

picked up on Wednesdays, you must call Bates Trash 

and Trucking Company at 301-773-2069, before 2:00 

PM on Tuesdays. 

Items must be at curbside by 7:00 AM on 

Wednesdays.  Bates is not required to pick up more than 

THREE (3) bulk items from any one-family dwelling 

per week.  If you have more than three (3) items, you 

can make another pick up appointment on the following 

Wednesday. 

The following items will not be picked up:  building 

materials, concrete, bricks, roof shingles, stumps, 

mailto:akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov
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bamboo, pressurized containers, explosives, paint 

(unless paint is dry in cans), poisons, caustics, 

construction and demolition debris, asbestos, toilets, free 

liquids, sewage, sludge.  These items can be taken to 

Brandywine Sand & Gravel, 5800 Sheriff Road, 

Capitol Heights, MD. 301-925-8100, or to the Prince 

George’s County Landfill, 16111 White House Road, 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 301-952-7630. 

 
Boy Scouts Troop 252 

By Robert Killen 

On 28 September, Scouts from Troop 252 and 

Baltimore Area Council's Troop 602 camped out in 

Scoutmaster Killen's back yard. We set up our tipi and 

tents, and some Scouts and Scouters decided to "sleep 

under the stars." Scouts and Scouters alike fed the fire 

almost all night long from twigs they picked up and cut 

out of the pile of downed limbs from past storms. We 

cooked and ate hot dogs for supper and s’mores and bug 

juice for our Cracker Barrel. We went to bed early 

Saturday morning, after identifying many constellations 

in the clear night sky. We breakfasted on eggs cooked in 

zip lock bags (no dishes to wash), in a pot (soaped to 

ease cleaning) almost full of boiling water over the 

campfire, which we rejuvenated after a good (short) 

night's sleep. The back yard tire swing was in constant 

use from sunrise until the last Scouts left late Saturday 

afternoon.  

On 12 October, Scouts and Scouters from Troop 

252 went to Phyllis E. Williams Elementary School in 

Largo, set up our tipi and two metal half-drums in which 

we kept fires and hot coals for s’mores which apparently 

was a large attraction for the students - the temperature 

dropped to 28 degrees, and the tops of our tents iced up. 

Most of the folks watched the outdoor movie from the 

comfort of the half-drum fires. The rest of them went to 

their tents early.  

As I write this column, Troop 252 is planning to 

camp out at the National Capital Park and Planning 

Commission's 4th Annual American Indian Festival on 

19-21 October at Jug Bay (Patuxent River Park), one of 

our most favorite camping places, where there will be 

"traditional and contemporary music, drumming, 

singing, dancing, regalia, interactive exhibits and 

demonstrations, Indian games, arts and crafts, archery, 

Native horsemanship and bareback riding demos, living 

history reenactment of primitive life skills, storytelling, 

and live birds of prey." 

We'll be skiing, snowboarding and tubing when 

the snow falls, and cold-weather (Okpik) camping, 

biking and hiking, too. 

We just ordered new Tee shirts for Troop 252, 

so you can recognize us wherever we go.  

Ask us about Scouting, and we'll be thrilled to 

share Scouting with you.  Contact Bob Killen (301) 483-

8455rfkil le@yahoo.com , Eneida Martinez-Brown 

(MHB) (301) 864-0059 or Sandy Tolson (301) 927-2275 

for info. Stand by for FUN! 

 
 

 

Community Circles 
 

 

Local Organizations 
Lion’s Club Meeting:  Every Fourth Wednesday.  

Contact President Patrick J. Prangley at (240) 882-4993. 
Northern County Soccer Alliance: Contact 

NCSA@soccer.net  or (301) 927-0560.  

Riverdale Park Boys Scouts Troop 252— 
Contact: Scoutmaster Bob Killen at (301) 483-8455. 

Madison Hill Homeowners Association-- For 

information, call (301) 583-8857 or 

www.madisonhill.biz 

Riversdale Historical Society – Riversdale Mansion.  

Contact (301) 864-0420. 

Riverdale Park Farmer’s Market -- Contact Jim 

Coleman at 301-332-6258.   

Riverdale Boys & Girls Club—Email 

riverdaleboysgirlsclub@yahoo.com  (301) 277-

KIDS 

Riverdale Park Business Association—call Audrey 

Bragg at 301-277-7393 for meeting site 

Riverdale Park Arts Council—Contact Emily Fanning 

at ourdollmom@aol.com 

The Historical Association of Riverdale Park 

(HARP)—Website: www.riverdaleparkhistory.org 

Email: harp@riverdaleparkhistory.org 
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